TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DATE:

Needs:

Facts:

JAMES L. APP, CITY MANAGER

ROBERT A. LATA, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

REQUEST TO REMOVE ONE OAK TREE - 1612 OAK STREET
(STEVENS)

FEBRUARY 15, 2005

For the City Council to consider a request to remove one 33-inch Coast Live
Oak Tree.

1.

On January 1, 2005, the City received an application from Chip Tamagni of
A&T Arborist, on behalf of Calvin Stevens, requesting an Emergency
Removal of the 33-inch Live Oak tree at 1612 Oak Street. The request was
to allow the tree to be removed immediately without taking the issue to the
City Council through the typical removal process. See the attached Arborist
Report.

The tree is located at the rear of the property, adjacent to the alley. Mr.
Tamagni’s report indicates that there is evidence of recent movement of the
tree, causing the tree to further lean against the existing carport.

Section 10.01.065 of the Oak Tree Ordinance addresses emergency Oak
Tree Removal and gives the Public Works Director the authority to
determine if a tree needs to be removed as a result of an emergency
situation.

Charles Lorenzen, City Street Superintendent was asked by Planning Staff
to review the situation and determine if it was necessary to remove the tree
based on it being an emergency situation.

Charles reported back to Planning Staff, indicating that it did not appear to
be an emergency situation. Charles indicated that although the tree is
leaning, that pruning of the tree should help the situation. The tree has
historically been trimmed along the east side of the canopy in order to stay
clear of the overhead utility line in the alley.

Mr. Stevens had A&T Arborists proceed with having the tree trimmed, but
after the trimming the Arborist still requested that the tree be removed.



Analysis

7. As provided for in the Oak Tree Ordinance, the City requested that a
second Arborist review the situation. Ted Elder of Elder & Elder Ltd.
submitted a report addressing the subject tree and whether of not it needs
to be removed. Mr. Elder concluded after physically inspecting the tree that
the tree is “less than sound we recommend, unfortunately, that the tree be
removed”. See attached Arborist Report.

And Conclusion:

Policy
Reference:

Fiscal
Impact:

Options:

Attachments:

Both A&T Arborist, along with Elder & Elder Ltd, have reviewed the
existing condition of the tree and have determined that the tree needs
to be removed.

Also determined was that the tree’s decline was most likely a result of
having a natural lean, trimming over the years to the east side of the
tree canopy by utility companies, as well as grading which has taken
place for the construction of the alley.

The applicant is requesting that oak tree replacement not be required.
The Oak Tree Ordinance does allow exception to oak tree replacement
if it can be determined by an approved arborist that the property owner
was not a fault. The attached arborist reports would seem to support
the property owners’ request.

Paso Robles Municipal Code Section 10.01

None.

a..

Adopt Resolution No. 05-xx approving the oak tree removal request
based on the findings, conclusions and recommendations of the Arborist
Reports identifying that the tree is structurally weak and the removal is
necessary to prevent further damage to the existing structures, and that
replacement trees are not required, based on the tree’s decline not being
the fault of the property owners;

Amend, modify, or reject the above options.

1. A&T Arborist Report
2. Elder & Elder Arborist Report
3. Resolution to Approve

H:\Darren\oaktreeremoval\16120akStreet - Stevens.



M. P.0. Box 1311, Templeton, California 93465

1-04-05

To:  City of Paso Robles

From: Chip Tamagni, A & T Arborists
Re:  Hazard Qak at 1612 Qak Street
CC:  Calvin and Sara Stevens, Owners

I'was called out to inspect a potentially hazardous coast live oak tree (Quercus agrifolia)
with a diameter of 33 inches located in the alley east of 1612 Oak Street in Paso Robles,
CA. The tree is currently leaning at approximately 20% from vertical towards a carport
and home. Three years ago, a portion of the carport was cut out to accommodate the lean
of the tree. Within the last week, the degree of lean has increased by a few percent and
the tree is now leaning on the carport again. The other evidence observed is as follows:

1) Nails in the fence being displaced by the tree show recent (shining steel) signs of
being pulled from the boards. In other words, the tree is pushing the fence apart right
now.

2} There are changes to rubbing spots on limbs from utility lines that correspond to
the recent increase in lean.

3) There are changes to rubbing spots on limbs from the eves of the home that
correspond to the recent increase in lean.

4) The soil on the opposite side of the lean sounds somewhat hollow that
corresponds to soil heaving.

The lean is natural and there have been no recent improvements within the drip line.

Included is a hazard evaluation form approved by the International Society of
Arboriculture illustrating the present hazard. The hazard rating ranges from one to
twelve with the higher the number, the greater the hazard.

In my professional opinion, the tree’s degree of lean is getting greater each day. T would
welcome the opportunity to meet with city personnel to discuss the mitigating factors
described above. This tree is a hazard and it may fail at any time. Immediate removal is
highly recommended.

Sincerely, Chip Tamagni Certified Arborist #WE 6436-A
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der « Elder

Landscape Architecture » Recreation & Site Planning « Arboriculture

1612 Oak street

Review of Quercus agrifolia

Second Opinion

Prepared for:
Darren Nash — City Planner
The City of El Paso de Robles
1000 Spring Street,
El Paso de Robles, CA 93446

Prepared By:
Elder & Elder Litd.
1207 Grassy Hollow Way,
El Paso de Robles, CA 93446

01-28-2005
Job # 200508

1207 Grassy Hollow Way ¢ E/ Paso de Robles, CA 93446 « (805) 238-3750
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Landscape Architecture  Recreation & Site Planning » Arboriculture

City of El Paso de Robles, 1-28-2005
1000 Spring Street, (805) 237-3970
El Paso Robles, CA 93446

Attn; Mr. Darren Nash.
Re: Qak Tree at 1612 Oak Street, El Paso de Robles.
Dear Mr. Nash.

We were asked, by the City of El Paso de Robles, to review the findings of a previous
Arboriculture Report on the tree located in the Alley behind 1612 Oak Street. We were not
asked to review size of the canopy or Critical Root Zone (CRZ) and therefore viewed the
tree only on its safety condition and if we felt that the tree should be removed or protected.

Existing Conditions:

We visited the site and photographed the tree in question. It is a Coast Live Oak, Quercus
agrifolia, that is leaning towards the existing house. The Alley is mostly unpaved and
grading, at some point in time, has taken place very close to the tree possibly to construct
the Alley. Because of this the tree is located on a long mound and the Alley side has
undermined some of the root system.

Fairly recently the tree has been pruned to, it looks like, take some of the weight off the
side that is closest to the existing buildings.

It appears that the tree might be leaning more towards the West, however, this could not be
determined in the field as we were not privy to the before and after situation. We heard
from the owners who said it is leaning more now than it was before and this might be due
to the weight of the tree and the excessive winter rains.

Enclosed Photographs:

Photo #1 - Visible is the pruning job conducted by the Power, Telephone,

Cable Companies etc., or their representative, deforming the tree considerably. Also the
recent pruning, to decrease the weight on the West side is clearly visible. If only the main
limb on the West side were to be removed the tree would still lean towards the house and
the tree would look even worse than it does right now.

1207 Grassy Hollow Way « E/ Paso de Robles, CA 93446 » (805) 238-3750




Photo #2 - Rot has progressed inside the tree from the main branch that has been
removed.

Photo #3 - At some time the patio cover has been cut back away from the tree and
this appears to be after the construction. One can see that the texture of the bark is not
normal for a Quercus argifolia and therefore the tree has some internal problems.

Photo #4 - The root system appears to be growing in only two visible directions.
Nothing appears to be growing into the direction of the Alley. Only an airspade would be
able to actually determine this for sure, however, visual inspection does not reveal a
support system in this Easterly direction.

Photo #5 - A view of the root/collar attachment area from the opposite direction
indicating the same as had been stated in Photo #4.

Photo #6 - Bores were noted up and down the trunk indicating a tree under stress.

Photo #7 - A close up of the trunk/ground attachment area and the visibility of the
trunk leaning in a Westerly direction and once again no visible roots were seen in the

Easterly direction.

Photo #8 - Soil buildup on the Westerly direction causing damage to the
trunk/ground connection point. Note the bark deterioration on this side.

The property Owners Request for Removal:

If this tree fails it will damage the house and possibly the people living inside.

Due to our inspection and finding that this tree is less than sound we recommend,
unfortunately, that the tree be removed. If new trees are required to be planted, by the City,
in its place they should be maintained from the date of planting so that this kind of poor
maintenance shall not happen again.

Yours sincerely
Elder & Elder Ltd.

Ted Elder
Principal

Certified Arborist ISA Lic. #2301

WCIAS Certified Arborist Lic. #1490

State of California Licensed Landscape Architect #1402
State of California Master Water Auditor
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RESOLUTION NO. 05-

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL OF ONE OAK TREE AT 1612 OAK STREET
(CALVIN H. STEVENS)

WHEREAS, the City has received an application submitted by Chip Tamagni of A&T Arborists, on
behalf of Calvin Stevens, to remove one (1) Coast Live Oak tree (the tree has a diameter of 33-inches)
located at 1612 Oak Street; and

WHEREAS, the tree is located adjacent to the alley at the back of the property; and

WHEREAS, Chip Tamagni of A&T Consulting Arborists has prepared an Arborist Report, dated
January 4, 2005, which recommends removal of the tree based on the tree leaning, and being in poor
condition as a result of past trimming by utility companies as well as past construction for the alley; and

WHEREAS, Ted Elder of Elder & Elder LTD, as requested by the City reviewed the condition of the
tree and he also recommended that the tree be removed; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles does
hereby:

1. Authorize the removal of one (1) 33-inch Coast Live Oak tree located along the alley at 1612
Oak Street;
2. Not require the property owner to plant replacement trees, based on the arborist reports

indicating that the trees decline was not at the fault of the owner, that the decline is a result of
past trimming from utility companies and impacts related to the construction of the alley.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of El Paso de Robles this 15t day of
February 2005 by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

Frank R. Mecham, Mayor

ATTEST:

Sharilyn M. Ryan, Deputy City Clerk



